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The verdict of history may pronounce the Crimean War
to have been a blunder. It may be that England, and
FOREIGN          perhaps France also/'put her money on the
POLICY            wrong horse," but, in the eyes of contem-
poraries, it enormously enhanced the prestige of the French
Emperor. France undoubtedly occupied at the Peace of
Paris (1856) a position to which she had been a stranger
since the fall of the first Napoleon. Again history can per-
ceive that the War of Italian Independence gravely accen-
tuated the difficulties of Napoleon. The annexation of the
Romagna to the Italian kingdom alienated the French
Clericals; the expulsion of the Bourbons from the Two
Sicilies further estranged the legitimists ; while the absorp-
tion of Savoy and Nice into France aroused the distrust of
Europe. But contemporaries were dazzled by the military
achievements of Magenta and Solferino, and by the terri-
torial aggrandisement of France.
It needed no historical research to detect and expose the
ruinous folly of the foreign policy of the second decade of
the reign.
Anything more fatuous than Napoleon's policy in regard
to Mexico it would be difficult to conceive.
The Mexican Republic had for some years been in a state
of chronic disorder, intensified by civil war between the
THE MEXICAN two parties into which its politicians were
ADVENTURE divided. In 1861 the republican leader
Benito Juarez overthrew Miramon who represented the
Clericals and Monarchists. Miramon appealed for support
to the great Catholic Powers in Europe, and in tliis appeal
Napoleon's vivid and fantastic imagination saw an oppor-
tunity for killing several birds with one stone. He deter-
mined to place on the throne of Mexico the Archduke Maxi-
milian, brother of the Emperor Francis Joseph of Austria.
In the choice of a candidate he displayed acumen. Maxi-
milian was not only a member of a leading Catholic House,
but was the husband of the Princess Charlotte, daughter of
King Leopold of Belgium, and had won personal reputation
as the ruler of Lombardy and Venice. His promotion to an